
HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes

March 13  2014th

Members Present: Jennifer Larned, Richard Magrill, Rose Mary Magrill, Thomas

Richardson, and Alaina Pool Jones.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Jennifer Larned called the meeting to order on Thursday, March 13th

2014 at 1:42 p.m. at the Visual Arts Center in Marshall, Texas. 

II. Approval of Minutes

Minutes of February 13, 2014 were approved.

III. Treasurer’s Report

In the absence of Deon Behrman, Chairman Jennifer Larned reported that the

balance in the checking account was $3,350.15.  Money Market balance was

$5,520.27.

IV. The standing committee reports are as follows:

IV. A. Archaeology

No report.

B. Archives

No report.

C. Cemeteries

Thomas Richardson commented on the Mason Springs Baptist Church

Cemetery. It is inside the Longview Loop but still in Harrison County.

Rose Mary Magrill announced that the annual Ewing Chapel Cemetery Day

will be April 5 . Tom Speir will speak on what attracted folks to settle in that area.th

There is no charge for the meal, but it will be helpful to RSVP to rmmagrill@mail.com

if you are planning to attend.
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Jennifer reported that Jenny McWilliams, the new Historic Cemetery

Preservation Coordinator for the Texas Historical Commission (THC) is having

trouble locating all three cemetery marker applications submitted from Harrison

County for the Historic Cemetery designation. She can find the Ewing Chapel

Cemetery application but not the other two. Jennifer will locate her copies and

duplicate and send them to Austin.

 D. Education

No report.

E. Historical Markers

Jennifer reminded us that we have three marker applications from Wiley

College that have been approved. The marker dealing with Melvin Tolson has been

sent to the foundry. Those for H.B. Pemberton and Matthew Dogan have not yet

reached that stage. There is one other marker for which she hopes the narrative will

come in soon. Jack Canson is to write a narrative for the boogie woogie marker.

(This is the free marker for which we been approved in the category of “undertold

stories” celebrating Marshall as the birthplace of boogie woogie music which

centered around African American railroad and logging camps in the county.)

The Piney Cemetery marker was approved but we have heard nothing on the

text.

The narrative for the East Texas Baptist University marker is going to the

foundry. 

Pop Long, a football coach at Wiley, might be a candidate for a free marker in

the “undertold stories” category due to his efforts to promote a playoff bowl for

historically black colleges.

F. History Museum

No report.

G. Oral History

No report.

H. Preservation

Jennifer reminded us that we need to be considering nominees for the annual

awards presented by the commission and also those presented by the Historic

Landmark Preservation Board. 
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Richard Magrill reported on a conversation with Margaret Agnor about the

building at 307 Alamo which is under some manner of rather slow repair and which

has recently sprouted a sign: “Origin: Old Negro Tenement House Built 1894.” The

CAD records indicate that the property is owned by Michael and Annette Diggs.

Margaret believes the current occupants came to Marshall from Houston and in the

past she has talked with them and visited in the home. Rose Mary Magrill looked up

the property on the Sanborn insurance maps for 1894 and 1899. In the first instance

the building is platted with the house to its south, but in 1899 it is shown as a

separate holding. Jennifer reported that she had talked with Jo Ann Imhof, who is in

her 70s, and she reported that during her lifetime the house was owned by the

family of a friend of hers and that it had not been a tenement as far as she knows. 

I. Publications

Jennifer reported that Margaret Agnor is compiling a list of historic papers

that deal with Harrison County and Marshall which are in private hands. This list

can be incorporated into a resource like that produced by Bell County to aid

researchers.

Jennifer also reported that there was no further word on production of the

Buard Trail video.

J. Tourism

Changes at the Convention and Visitors Bureau were noted. Geraldine

Mauthe is being retained and Ed Michel is leaving March 31st.

K. Goals

No report.

L. Annual Preservation Awards

Jennifer distributed nomination forms. If there are no official nominations

received from the public, the committee will come up with some.

V. Special Reports

A. 1901 Courthouse

Jennifer reported that nothing of importance to the commission has

happened at the 1901 Courthouse. The dogwood trees are dead. The grounds-

keeping firm, Lawnmasters, is going to be replaced.
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B. Depot

There is no report. Mary Price has a new job and cannot attend our meetings.

She will be asked to send a written report.

C. Starr Home

Jennifer was not able to contact Barbara Judkins, the new site manager at the

Starr Home, for this month’s meeting. She will plan to invite her to the April

meeting.

D. Michelson Museum of Art

No report.

E. Historic Designation of Downtown Marshall

No report.

F. Historic Landmark Preservation Board

Alaina Pool Jones reported that there has not been an official meeting.  The

board may hold an “old home” workshop in August.    

VI. Other

None.

VII. Adjournment

The next meeting will be April 10  2014. th

The meeting was adjourned at 2:44 p.m.

Submitted by Richard Magrill
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