
HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes

June 9th 2016

Members Present: Tom Speir, Richard Magrill, Robert Wood, Barbara Judkins,

Ann Brannon, and Becky Palmer. Carol Fletcher has resigned and Tom has written

him a letter of appreciation.

Visitor Present: Bonnie Strauss from the Michelson Museum of Art.

Call to Order

Tom Speir, chair, called the meeting to order on June 9th 2016 at 1:30 p.m.

in the conference room of the Marshall Depot Museum and welcomed all to the

meeting. 

II. Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of May 12th 2016 were approved as distributed and

corrected.

III. Treasurer’s Report

Elizabeth Bradshaw texted her report on the Friends accounts to the

Commission. She reported on the accounts as follows:

 Brokerage account $ 4,440.73

Certificate of deposit 3,300.00

Certificate of deposit  7,075.12

Greenwood Cemetery Fund 3,217.78

HC Historical Commission Fund 2,470.35

The Harrison County Historical Commission (HCHC) is the county agency in Harrison County,

Texas for historic preservation. Its mission is to assist the commissioners’ court and the Texas

Historical Commission (THC) in the preservation of our county’s historical and cultural resources

and to protect and preserve the county’s historic and pre-historic resources for the use, education,

enjoyment and economic benefit of present and future generations.
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Tom Speir reported that 72.56% or $2,176.85 remains of the $3,000.00

provided in the county budget. Tom purchased a screen and projector for the use of

the Commission and used the new equipment when he spoke to the Hallville Lions

club. The cost was right at $400.

IV. The standing committee reports are as follows:

A. Archaeology

Tom Speir reported that Rick Turner in Hallsville wants a certain spring

recorded. Tom also hopes soon to record the Koon-Dickard Cemetery in

Hallsville. Recording this cemetery should protect it from pipeline encroachment.

Monticello Cemetery across from Good Shepherd Hospital in Marshall has been

recorded as  41HS1007.

B. Archives

Tom Speir reported that he still struggles with work in the archives.

C. Cemeteries

Richard Magrill reported that Ewing Chapel had received its designation as

a Historic Texas Cemetery. A copy of the certificate was passed around. Ann

Brannon remarked that she had seen the new sign for Ewing Chapel Cemetery at

Smart Advertising and that it looked good. Richard indicated that rain had

interfered with its installation.Tom Speir has been given the research paper for use

in applying for a marker for the cemetery. The recorded documents and pictures to

accompany the paper will be sent to him shortly.

Tom Speir reported that the Temple Immanuel Cemetery is applying for

designation as an Historic Texas Cemetery. It is located in the part of Longview in

Harrison County and is the second Jewish cemetery in the county.

Tom reported that Bill Whitis is actively at work regarding cemeteries in

the county. He hopes to make them pop up on the Texas Historical Comission

(THC) map. Tom noted that White’s Cemetery and Zion Cemetery located west of

the Pirkey plant (they are side by side and share a common gate) have been

recorded.
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In his travels to find Haley Cemetery around Marshall-Leigh Road, Bill has

found at or about 2951 Larkins Lane a sign for Edge Cemetery. This will require

further investigation.

 

D. Education

Tom Speir reported that our representatives will be at the Region VII

Conference of Social Studies Teachers on Monday. We have 170 bags from the

Convention and Visitors Bureau to give out. Tom showed a simple red banner with

white lettering that cost $60 which will be used at the conference. Becky Palmer

showed the revisions to the slide presentation that will be used at the conference to

promote historical sites and museums in the county. 

Tom noted that the History Fair Committee (composed of Sharon Dews,

Becky Palmer, Barbara Judkins, and Elizabeth Bradshaw) had made contact with

the Marshall ISD’s superintendent’s office the week before schools closed. Doc

Halliday’s press release concerning the fair has not yet appeared in the Marshall

New Messenger. Maybe we can do better on our publicity next year. Becky Palmer

reported that the History Museum is not interested in creating new trunks for use in

the fair. 

E. Historical Markers

Tom Speir reported that we have requests for new markers. Young’s Mill

pond wants one and a person named Haley Stewart wants a marker. Tom doesn’t

know who she is or what the marker would be for.

Tom finally got through to THC and has resubmitted the James Farmer

marker application as an “undertold story.” Under this classification we should be

able to get the marker this year and THC will cover the cost.  He has also received

the text on the Boogie Woogie undertold story marker but it will have to be

revised. Jennifer Larned had thought of Telegraph Park as the possible location for

this marker, but others believe that  the Depot will be a better location since

Boogie Woogie was created by black railroad workers.

Ty Weekly will start tomorrow at 1:30 p.m. restoring markers at the old

Marshall Police/Central Fire Station. He will practice on the marker for the site of

the Moses Montefiore Syngogue.

F. History Museum
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Becky Palmer reported that the History Museum’s day camp is on track and

that the Jewish exhibit will probably be open this summer. The library of the

Museum has unexpectedly been boxed and removed to the old Marshall

Police/Central Fire Station building. The boxing and removal were done without

consultation or involvement of Museum staff so it is expected that much effort will

be required to reorganize the materials. In addition, the Museum has no idea

whether the new location is intended as permanent or not. The Commission took

note of the photos of Becky appearing in the Marshall News Messenger on May

25th

G. Information Technology

Tom Speir reported that our minutes are on the website.

H. Oral History

Tom Speir noted that Elizabeth Bradshaw had intended to bring the

recorder with her today. There was discussion of the Barrymore murder in a house

near the Ginnochio Hotel. Ann Brannon suggested that we can talk with Audrey

Kariel about it as a good oral history topic. Doc Halliday is starting a master list of

those who should be interviewed for oral history recordings.

I. Preservation

Tom Speir is considering his presentations to various organizations to be

one aspect of our work on preservation.

J. Publications

No report.

 K. Tourism

Tom Speir reiterated that the volunteers at the Convention and Visitors

Bureau had prepared the bags to be distributed Monday at the Region VII Social

Studies Teachers conference in Kilgore. The Commission also took note that

Carolyn Howard had been hired as the new director for Main Street, Tourism, and

Downtown Economic Development. Coming out of recent retirement, she has

more than thirty years of experience in this work and led Beaumont’s Main Street
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program which is one of only a few Texas Main Street programs that are both state

and nationally accredited.

L. Goals

Tom Speir asked if anyone had any new goals to discuss.  

M. Annual Preservation Awards 

Tom Speir reported that the joint presentation with the Historic Landmark

Preservation Board went well. Richard Magrill noted that the Marshall News

Messenger failed to include any photos of the Commission’s award recipients in its

coverage.

V. Special Reports

 A. 1901 Courthouse

 Tom Speir reported that the table donated by Gail Beil in the 1901

Courthouse has been moved to the first floor across from the History Museum gift

shop and can be used to accommodate brochures relative to historic sites and the

other local museums in the county.

B. Texas & Pacific Depot Museum

Robert Wood reported that Preservation Texas will come on August 11th

and will have at least one big meeting at the Depot. Tony Crosby is working

diligently on it. Robert also noted that our publicity must be doing some good

since the Depot has 50 kids coming from Shreveport next week on the 17th. He

also called our attention to the work that AMTRAK has recently done toward

cleaning up outside the Depot. (The commission members went out on the balcony

at the close of the meeting to enjoy the improved appearance!)

C. Starr Home

In reporting on the progress in staff changes, Barbara Judkins indicated that

the Starr Home has hired an educator and is in the process of hiring an

administrative assistant. The Home was pleased to have a rental on the Friday of

the Marshall ISD commencement which went well and lasted until one a.m. the

next morning. Barbara noted that the advertisement carried in the Marshall News
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Messenger has proven to be helpful in increasing the use of the Home as an event

venue.

D. Michelson Museum of Art

Becky Palmer noted that the Michelson is doing a number of short workshops

for kids during the summer.

E. Historic Landmark Preservation Board (HLPB)

Tom Speir reported that he had been an observer at a recent meeting at the

Harrison County Airport terminal. Tony Crosby of the HLPB wants to see the

terminal building preserved. He is starting a list of the features that folks would

like to see in the building.

VI. Other

Nothing to report.

VII. Administrative

Mail. Tom Speir reported that we have received an invitation to the

Jefferson Civil War symposium to be held on August 13th.  Tom also read a

thank you letter from Tony Crosby in appreciation for the Max Lale Award

and he passed around some recent publications received by the Commission.

Budget. Tom Speir has submitted a budget request for $4,200 for the new

year. A mock-up of the pop-up sign was presented. There was lengthy discussion

of its composition in terms of pictures to be used and the detail on the county map.

Photos of people and of no longer existing buildings should not be used. Historic

pictures could be used that show context for existing buildings (e.g. The Marshall

showing the former Capital Hotel next door and a post card of the old Elks

building) and action oriented photos (e.g. the locomotive being moved along

Grove from the city park to the Depot and the 1901 Court House with its east and

west facades being moved for expansion). It was also suggested that photos of

places around the county be included. The county map needs less detail in terms of

roads and names.
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Photos. Tom Speir called attention to the continuing need for photos for the

Commission’s Facebook page.

Friends. Doc Halliday and Tom Speir have consulted with the CPA who is

now recommending a different classification for the Friends organization which

will require completion of a long form application. Tom is struggling with filling

out the long form and it was suggested that the Friends have the CPA complete it. It

was reiterated that whatever the classification, the Friends will issue receipts that

certify that gifts to it are received by a 501 c) 3 organization.

VIII. Adjournment

The next meeting will be July 14th at the T&P Depot Museum at 1:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.

Submitted by Richard Magrill
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